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Excellence in Education 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 “I firmly believe education is the most honorable profession in the world. It’s the 
key that allows people to really change their lives, and I like being a part of that.” 
These are words from Joe Strickland, Deputy Superintendent of Instruction at Clovis 
Municipal Schools.  
 One of the nicest guys around, Strickland has knack for bringing out the best in 
others. Originally from Artesia, Strickland grew up in Clovis and, after graduation, 
attended Eastern New Mexico University, Lesley University, and Wayland Baptist 
University, collecting a Bachelors, a Masters, and administrators certification along the 
way. 
 Strickland began his teaching career in 1993 and spent the next fifteen years 
teaching in grades ranging from elementary through secondary in Clovis, Portales, and 
other surrounding communities, including a stint in an alternative school. Becoming a 
school administrator in 2008, Strickland served as an assistant middle school principal, 
eventually moving to the positions of Director of Human Resources, then Director of 
Federal Programs before his current position. Also, despite an often impossibly busy 
schedule, he serves as an adjunct instructor for Clovis Community College. 
 This unique perspective effectively fuels his broad outlook on all aspects of 
education, providing the ability to constructively examine issues from various points of 
view. Continuing our conversation, Strickland affirmed: ”School is that one stabilizing 
place amid the turmoil that provides the opportunity to change your life. It becomes 
increasingly critical that we focus on the students we have in our schools. We can’t 
change the world students come from, but we can focus on what else we can change, 
including ourselves.” 
 In terms of significant influences, Strickland’s parents were one of his most 
important inspirations growing up. Both mom and dad lived a life of service for others. 
“My parents were always about helping others, and they always supported what I 
wanted to do.” 
 Asked about significant influences in education, Strickland believes the role of 
technology is exciting, particularly since we’re still at the threshold of looking at how it 
can best be used. Continuing, “But it’s teachers who are the best; they continue to 
show up, dedicated to helping students learn, despite factors working against them, 
whether pay or criticism.”  
 Words of wisdom from an exceptional educator and his secret? “I really love 
learning. Life is about being flexible and learning all the time.” A good thing to instill in 
our students: the drive to become lifelong learners. 
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 
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